Kids experts dish on what a child’s
life will be like when KidScreen turns 20

by lana castleman

According to John Gerad, VP of youth research at Rochester, New
York-hased market research Sirm Harms Interective, 2016 10-year-
olds will be smack in the middle of Generation Next. This
growp will have made a dean break from today's ltennial
kids and be well on its way ta establishing its own defining
characteristics. But Gary Pope, parmer at London's Kids
stries points out, children’s capabiliies and develop:
mental pattems will not change radically by 2016, because
euniution simply dossn't move that guickly. You can expedt,
however, the emdronment shaping a 10-year-old's Iife will
be quite different and technological innovation will - drive
those changes

who grew up with divorce and extended fams-
Fes—thesa kids won't be & coddied as much as their
predecessors. Gerad says there wil be a move away
from eresting the chikl-centric households we see today
(& the US. in particular) and parents will compe! kids tor
find their own path end become more independent. Even
the mass produdtion of motorized scooterike devices
will encourage Kid independance. Inine, California-based
Sirottman Intemational director for consumer
insights Brady Danvin says mom won'Thave to
dime her 10-ypear-old evenywhere and she wil
become a bit more detached from her child's
daily actviies. Because of this trend, he notes,
family weekend and meal smes wall assume an
even greater impontance for mom and dad
Aleo, grandparents should be playing a bigger
1ol in the Tves of 2016's 10-year-olds, Gered says. Theyll
be living longer, be more active in their later years and he
suppests the sheer size of this demo (Baby Boomers, any
one?) will push American sodety's curtent reverence for
children on 1o older Americans.

Ty

Using their badrooms as command ¢entral, 104yearoids in 2016 wil
spend most of their fres tme virtually interading with friends (via broad-
bandenabled deviess) instead of going outside to play. But it wont |
necessanly be a docle exstence. Stofman's Danin suggests vimsal |
“exergaming” sports leagties will develop, where kids wall interact with a
gaming systen in their rooms and be able to fece off agzinst other kds
who Ive in remote locations. Simiary, Kids Industries' Pope predicts this
generation of kds will develop mone giobal virtual frendships. Thanks
1o the growth of workdeade coporate cultures which foster a commeon
ground and the explosion of handheld broadband, chidren vl besble. |8
1o idensfy and biikd frendships with thase from other countries mare
easily than they do now, Perhaps we wall for the first time see hiw the

We're just starting 10 s2 a push to pull shiftin media and moving fonward, it's
o't Rave 3 due what it was like to suffer through an excrudating wesk's va i to wetch @
new episode of 2 favonte TV show. They'll watdh what they want, when and where they
want 1o watch i thanks to some specdy 2lHinone gadgeis. And even though sources of
content appear 1o be infinke, Gerad says Kids will end up dravang their entestainment
from ondy a handiul of areas.

As for maovie guing, Mike Famell, director of research at Toronto, Canada’s
Youthography, says kads wil 5tll be drawn to the big screen, bt the experience
rright change. For example, e performances cou'd be incorporated with
the fim to make t more of an event for the audence and i “will surely
invohve” digital communication with the atiendee prior 1o and afier the

movie to areate a feedback loop.
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Much has been made of the role technology assumes in kids fves right now: in 10 years, you czn expeact it will
permeate just 3boUt every aspect of 3 child's world. All of the analysts parficipating in this piece agree that the cument
generation’s handhekd gaming systermns, portable players, mobile phones, PDAs and laptops will merge into one mondo
device. Stottman’s Danvin also s3ys the console will more than Bkely be GPS-enabled, allowing parents to more easiy rack
the whereabouts of their kds.
MEmmhmm&ﬁd»mw\ﬂbﬁuwmmmm NED Techword
analyst, hg'rspeed\ftdessdmﬁuwbepa\\ﬁhewm1&ﬂesaﬁb¢=m'tgma senond thought to group Videoonn-
ferencing with peers, waiching movies, concests and playing video games downloeded on-the-go as prvate sodal netwers
let them seamilessly pass on and seek out recommendabons.

Additionally, the growth and development of electronic paper tedhinology (which i in its infancy now) stands to affect a
10yearold's evenyday e in the funre Rubm says e-popef
<hould enable kids to keep all of their texbooks and notes
on smiall flexble screens that roll up to something roughly the
size of a niet. R may aiso jazz up kids fashions, says. Danin.
Flexible &paper screens could be incorporated into dothing,
20 kids would be able to program their T-shirs n dsplay
whatever messags of image they want And when itcomes to
& paper’s marketing applications for Kids, imagine what could

As kids assume more contol gver when, where and how
they consume media, marketers and advertisers will need to
become quite nimble. Reaching the right chitdd with the nght
message at the most epportune time will be key for advertisers

i the coming decade, Gerad says. And  looks hike the role of
the miedia buyer might just become one of the most powerful
parts of the equation, as they continually seek out new vehicles for

globel child decides to lve his/herbfe” he says.

Put your
The acadernic performance of 10-y2ar-olds lving in the LS. at this time & going to be heav-
iy measured Gerad says, the aurent emphass on teadhing and testng performence in core
subjects such s math, scence and reading will only incréase 2nd he foresees lds” Stress over
erhoobeork reaching hysterical bavels. Mereover, there wil be e time or moniey for public
schiools 10 teach subjecs thet fall cutside of the core—pushing music, ant and other eatve
endewers from the cumoula. Gerd posits that this overermphasis on core subjects will maeke
for a more homogeneous generation ladeng in oreative Lalernis.

As for kids' daily school routines, tachnology will play a big role in how Kids leam.
Electronic leaming aids and computers should completely rule dassrooms in 10 years and
there's a possibifiy that robot taaching assistants will become commenplace
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heads on the
desks, kids A4

e done with fullmotion screens on cereal boxes.
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reacheng kids and track thelr media migraton
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The Harris Inferactive YouthQaery (December 2005) polled 1,856 kids ages eight to 18 and ashed the respondents what they thongit
tive future might be like for the mext generation. Here's a sefection of what they had to sa)
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